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President’s Message 

Shelly Coslow 

It’s March already and things are really moving along here at the Chamber. We have the Mt. 
Zion Expo and Taste approaching. If you don’t have a booth, we encourage you to attend in 
support of the event. We have more booths than we had last year. Stage shows and events all 
lined up.  

Chamber on the Rocks is also March 7th at El Corral Mexican Restaurant. We had a great turn-
out at the February event. It’s a great way to get to network with chamber members while en-
joying great food and drinks while supporting our local restaurants.  

The Awards Banquet planning is coming right along. It’s going to be another great night with 
Howl at the Moon Dueling Pianos as the entertainment again this year.  Nominations are still 
being accepted for awards. Also, requests for the Silent Auction items are still needed.  You will 
not want to miss this event.  

MZCC Curb Appeal Challenge is also new this year. More details will be coming out. This will be 
a great opportunity to showcase your business with beautiful curb appeal.  

Save the date for the MZCC Golf Scramble, Monday August 26th.  

 

MARCH 13th  
LUNCHEON 

12:00-1:00  
Fletcher Park Recreation Center 

 

SPEAKER 
Matt Spain 

“New 2024 Laws” 
 

CATERER 
Hickory River Smokehouse 

 
Member cost $15 

RSVP by Tuesday, Mar. 12th 

MARCH 7th 
CHAMBER ON THE 

ROCKS 
El Corral Restaurant 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

MARCH 16th  
MT. ZION EXPO & 

TASTE 
9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Mt. Zion Convention Ctr. 
 

APRIL 10th  
LUNCHEON 

Mt. Zion Fletcher Park 
Recreation Center 

Non-Profit Luncheon 

continued on page 3 

Sponsorships are now available for the 2024 Annual Awards Banquet, which will be on April 
18, 2024. Get ready for an enjoyable evening with great entertainment with Howl at the 
Moon– Dueling Pianos. Here is another opportunity to advertise your business or organiza-
tion, get some extras along with the sponsorship, be entertained, have great food, and have 
an enjoyable evening with business associates, friends, and your MZCC extended family. See 
page 11 for more information on sponsorship levels, tables, and tickets. Email mtzionilcham-
ber@gmail.com to let Linda Harper, Executive Director, know by April 5, 2024. 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
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The March 13, 2024 luncheon will be at the Mt. Zion Fletcher Park Recreation Center.  The cost of our luncheon on 
March 13th is $15.  The luncheon starts at 12 noon; registration is from 11:30 - 12 noon.  Hickory River Smokehouse 
is the caterer. 
 
Matt Spain, is a partner with the law firm of Bolen, Robinson & Ellis, LLP, will present “New Illinois Laws Affecting 

Businesses”.  As an employer in the State of Illinois, you are responsible for knowing and adhering to all new employment laws. 
Every year, many new laws get passed and this year is no different.  In fact, Illinois had over 300 new laws that went into effect 
starting January 1, 2024.  While employers do not need to know every law on that list, they do need to take note of a few that 
affect their employees’ rights.  Employers will need to modify existing policies to accommodate these new laws; here are a few: 
  

• Banning videoconferencing while driving 

• Child extended bereavement leave 

• Paid leave for all workers 

• Amendment to the prevailing wage act 
 
Please send your RSVP to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Tuesday, March 12th to submit your reservation at https://
www.mtzionchamber.org/events/meetings/.  If you are paying in advance on the website, be sure to send me your RSVP infor-
mation with all the names of those attending from your business or organization. Optionally, you can still be invoiced or pay at the 
door. 
 
You can bring your Online Silent Auction item to the luncheon, drop it off at the Mt. Zion District Library, or take a picture of it and 
send it to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Friday, March 15th.  The Online Silent Auction begins March 23, 2024. 

2023-2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

March Luncheon 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/events/meetings/
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/events/meetings/
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com


 

    MT. ZION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE                            1400 Village Parkway, Mt. Zion, IL 62549 
   https://www.mtzionchamber.org                                                                                               ( 217)864-2526 

Lots of great things are happening. Stay connected by attending luncheons, events, and visit the chambers website https://
www.mtzionchamber.org for more information. 

The Chamber is here to assist you and your business development.  

Sincerely, 

Shelly Coslow 
President 

  President’s Message continued from page 1: 

2024 –2026 Board Slate 

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce, President Shelly Coslow 

appointed a Nominating Committee, which has submitted the following list of eligible candidates 

to fill three (3) two-year vacancies that will exist at the close of May 31, 2024.  Only one vote is 

allowed per membership (business or organization) and the member must be in good standing at 

the time of election.  The election will be held at the March 13, 2024 luncheon at Mt. Zion Fletch-

er Park Recreation Center. 

Here are the five names that have been nominated for the term of June 1, 2024—May 31, 2026 

Board of Directors; *indicates incumbents (second consecutive two-year term): 

Ashley Batchelder* Mt. Zion District Library 
Kyle Karsten The Salvation Army  
Karalee Misner The Solvr Group 
Doug Palmer Synergy Homecare 
Jimmy Rade Mossy Oak Properties 
 

You can nominate more candidates from the floor and have them added to the ballot at the 

March 13th luncheon. 

Welcome New Member 

The Steak ‘n Shake MTZ  franchise is owned by David Whitten.  They are located at 2250 S. Mt. 
Zion Road, Decatur.  Enjoy one of their steakburger combos, 4 meal deals, chili, and more.   Get 
a half price Happy Hour milkshake from 2-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.  Steak ‘n Shake has catering 
available as well.  Visit their website at https://www.steaknshake.com/, go by, or call  
217-864-6592.  

https://www.mtzionchamber.org
https://www.mtzionchamber.org
https://www.steaknshake.com/
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2024 MZCC Scholarships 

Please share this information.  Any employee’s seniors of any of our member businesses or or-

ganizations may apply.  Your graduating high school senior either needs to be a Mt. Zion High 

School student; or if attending another high school, they must be the child of a Mt. Zion Chamber 

of Commerce member.  They can be going on to college or going into an apprenticeship in  the 

trades after high school graduation.  The scholarship can be for any major after graduating from 

high school.  See the criteria and our website at https://www.mtzionchamber.org/about-the-

chamber/scholarship/.  The application, official transcripts, and other required documents need 

to be received by March 18, 2024.  The application is on page 8. 

Chamber on the Rocks  

Plan on coming to the Chamber on the Rocks Thursday, March 7, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. at El Corral 

Mexican Restaurant. They are held the first Thursday of each month at different member restau-

rants and bars. Come enjoy Chamber on the Rocks.  

  

WE NEED YOUR HELP  

Everyone can join in…….. 

 

This year for the Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet we are going to have an Auction Fundraiser.   Get creative and have some 

fun by donating a “themed” basket, a gift card, or an item to help us raise money for future charitable giving.  Please email 

Linda at mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by March 15, 2024 with a description of what you are donating.  See page 12. 

 Online Auction Items Needed 

2023 MZCC Award Nominations  

Take a few minutes to nominate businesses or individuals for the 2023 Awards; any employee of 

our MZCC member businesses or organizations can nominate.  Please nominate in more than 

type of award.  The 2023 Mt. Zion Chamber Awards are due April 5, 2024.  The form is located in 

this newsletter on pages 9 & 10 and is online at https://www.mtzionchamber.org/2023-mt-zion-

chamber-award-nominations/.  

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/about-the-chamber/college-bound-scholarship-application/
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/about-the-chamber/college-bound-scholarship-application/
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/2023-mt-zion-chamber-award-nominations/
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/2023-mt-zion-chamber-award-nominations/
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February Photo Gallery 

Top row:  February 1, 2024 premiere Chamber on the Rocks at Coz’s.  Second row:  February 7, 2024 Traditions Health and Syner-

gy HomeCare Business Afte Hours. was the exhibitor at the January 10th luncheon.  Third row:  February 14, 2024 Luncheon with 

Ellen Hite as speaker.  Fourth row:  February 12, 2024 Big Hungry’s Daylight Donuts Ribbon Cutting and February 28, 2024 Eagle 

Ridge of Decatur Business After Hours. 



 


