
 

 

 

    MT. ZION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE                            1400 Village 
Parkway, Mt. Zion, IL 62549 

VOLUME 28| ISSUE 2 

FEBRUARY 2024 

EDITION 

LINDA HARPER, EDITOR 

UPCOMING  

FEBRUARY 2024 NEWSLETTER 

President’s Message 

Shelly Coslow 

 

Hello, 

We are off to a great start to the year. We have already had two Ribbon Cuttings & Business 
After Hours in January celebrating businesses in our community; and we have a Ribbon Cutting 
and a Business After Hours planned in February. This is what the Mt. Zion Chamber is all about. 
Businesses helping Businesses. It is so great to see so much community support.  

We have a lot going on in the next few months. The planning for the Expo and Taste on March 
16th and the Annual Awards Banquet on April 18th is going very well. There is still time to re-
serve your booth or to do a sponsorship for the Expo and Taste. Also, please take the time to 
visit our website and submit your nominations for the 2023 Awards at https://
www.mtzionchamber.org/2023-mt-zion-chamber-award-nominations/.  

We are also excited to present a new monthly event called “Chamber on the Rocks”. This event 
is a new networking opportunity that will be held every first Thursday of the month from 4:30 
pm– 6:30 p m. This event will be hosted at various locations of our member restaurants and  

 

FEBRUARY 14th  
LUNCHEON 

12:00-1:00  
Fletcher Park Recreation Center 

 

SPEAKER 
Ellen Hite 

“Gifted Leadership” 
 

Member cost $15 
RSVP by Tuesday, Feb. 13th 

FEBRUARY 1ST 
CHAMBER ON THE 

ROCKS 
Coz’s Restaurant 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 7th 
Synergy HomeCare & 

Traditions Health  
Business After Hours 

4-6 p.m.  

FEBRUARY 12th  
Ribbon Cutting 

Big Hungry’s Daylight 
Donuts 

4 p.m.  

MARCH 13th  
LUNCHEON 

Mt. Zion Fletcher Park 
Recreation Center 

Speaker:  Matt Spain 
continued on page 5 

continued on page 5 

Showcase Your Business—Reserve Your Booth 

You won’t want to miss the 2024 Mt. Zion Expo & Taste!  Be sure to reserve your booth for 
Expo & Taste on Saturday, March 16th from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  Email mtzionilcham-
ber@gmail.com.  

We are extending the Early-Bird deadline to February 9, 2024 for sponsorships and booths.  
In addition to our Gold and Silver sponsorships, we are also looking for the following Extra 

https://www.mtzionchamber.org/2023-mt-zion-chamber-award-nominations/
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/2023-mt-zion-chamber-award-nominations/
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com


 

 

    MT. ZION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE                            1400 Village Parkway, Mt. Zion, IL 62549 
   https://www.mtzionchamber.org                                                                                               ( 217)864-2526 

Our speaker for the February 14, 2024  luncheon is Ellen Hite.  The luncheon is at the Mt. Zion Fletcher Park Recre-
ation Center and starts at 12 noon.    
  
Ellen will present “Gifted Leadership”.   She is with Insider Coaching and Consulting, LLC and is a Leadership and 
Talent Development Coach/Trainer.  Ellen said this about her presentation on the 14th:  “I’ll be handing out $100 
dollar bills!  (Just kidding!)   Actually, I believe this leadership and talent development information will be more 

valuable to you than that as we recognize traits, behaviors and communication styles of a gifted leader.  Bottom Line Take-Away:  
Money and Leadership Influence People!“  
 
Come enjoy our speaker and Doherty’s Pubs & Pins catering for lunch.  The Registration Table opens at 11:30 a.m.; you can start 
going through the buffet at 11:45 a.m.  Bring your business cards and network.  If you have any information flyers you want to put 
on the luncheon tables before the luncheon begins, please do so but be sure to pick up any remaining flyers at the end of the 
luncheon. 
  
The cost of the luncheon is $15.  Please send your RSVP’s to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Tuesday, February 13th or at 
www.mtzionchamber.org/events/meetings/reservations.   

2023-2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

February Luncheon 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/events/meetings/reservations/
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The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce loves its member businesses and 

wants you to learn more about them by bringing you this month’s Mem-

ber Spotlight – Three Link Media. They are a creative agency designed to 

help your business gain the attention of your ideal customers through 

creative content and strategy. Three Link Media becomes your partner 

through every step of the process, dedicated to seeing your business or 

organization reach its full potential! Let Three Link Media help you take 

your brand to the next level! Contact them today at threelinkmedia.com.  
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bars. Enjoy unique drink specials, diverse venues, and connect with other member professionals while supporting the spirit of our 
local businesses.  

So, mark your calendar for all of these upcoming events and make sure to check out our monthly newsletters for all of the spe-
cific details.  

Have a great month. 

Sincerely, 
Shelly Coslow 
President 

  President’s Message continued from page 1: 

2024 –2026 Board Slate 

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce, President Shelly Coslow 

appointed a Nominating Committee, which has submitted the following list of eligible candidates 

to fill three (3) two-year vacancies that will exist at the close of May 31, 2024.  Only one vote is 

allowed per membership (business or organization) and the member must be in good standing at 

the time of election.  The election will be held at the March 13, 2024 luncheon at Mt. Zion Fletch-

er Park Recreation Center. 

Here are the five names that have been nominated for the term of June 1, 2024—May 31, 2026 

Board of Directors; *indicates incumbents (second consecutive two-year term): 

Ashley Batchelder* Mt. Zion District Library 
Kyle Karsten The Salvation Army  
Karalee Misner The Solvr Group 
Doug Palmer Synergy Homecare 
Jimmy Rade The Doolin Group—Brinkoetter Realtors 

Sponsorships (a few have been taken as indicated below):  

 

• Golden Candy Coin Hunt Sponsor $250 

• Expo Game Sponsor  – Scott State Bank 

• Photobooth Sponsor  – The Party Shop 

• Coloring Contest Sponsor  $250 

• Stage Shows Sponsor -- Land of Lincoln Credit Union 

• Bingo Sponsor  $100 

 

If you also have a Gold or Silver sponsorship, $50 will be reduced for each Extra Sponsorship.  Each Extra Sponsorship above will 

receive signage at the Expo and social media promotion of their sponsorship. 

  Showcase Your Business continued from page 1: 



 

2024 Mt. Zion Expo & Taste 

Our 2024 Expo & Taste Sponsorship Packages for the 2024 Expo & Taste on Saturday, March 16, 

2024 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  See page 8. The due date to order and pay for an Early Bird Price is Feb-

ruary 2, 2024. I can invoice you. The committee has been working on putting on a great Expo & 

Taste with interactions with attendees, stage shows, and food.  It is the Saturday of St. Patrick’s 

Day weekend and two weeks before Easter. You won’t want to miss this fun 2024 Expo & Taste!  

Email mtzionilchamber@gmail.com. The Expo contract and the Taste contract are included in this 

newsletter. See pages 9 & 10.  

    MT. ZION CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE                            1400 Village Parkway, Mt. Zion, IL 62549 

2024 MZCC Scholarships 

Each year the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce awards scholarships.  This year we have added 

that besides being a College Scholarship, it is also a Postsecondary Technical Career Scholarship.  

If you have a high school graduate this year, share the scholarship application in this newsletter.  

Any employee’s seniors of any of our member businesses may apply.  Your graduating high 

school senior either needs to be a Mt. Zion High School student; or if attending another high 

school, they must be the child of a Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce dues-paying member.  The 

scholarship can be for any major after graduating from high school.  See the criteria and our web-

site at https://www.mtzionchamber.org/about-the-chamber/scholarship/.  The application, offi-

cial transcripts, and other required documents need to be received by March 18, 2024.  

2025 Irish Splendor Trip 

The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce is pleased to present their Irish Splendor trip by Collette on 

March 21, 2025.  The trip includes transportation from Mt. Zion to O’Hare International Airport, 

round-trip airfare, air taxes, and fees/surcharges, hotel transfers, 4-star accommodations, nine 

meals, and optional excursions to enhance your experience.  We are partnered with Linda  

Roberts, who is a well-known travel agent in our area and has taken many people on interna-

tional trips.  Make your reservation by September 22, 2024 and save $350.  You can make your 

reservations online and get extra information at https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1234980.   

Chamber on the Rocks  

The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce wishes to announce a NEW networking event called Cham-

ber on the Rocks!  Plan on coming to the first one this Thursday, February 1, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. at 

Coz's.  They will be held the first Thursday of each month at different member restaurants and 

bars.  Come enjoy Chamber on the Rocks.  

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
https://www.mtzionchamber.org/about-the-chamber/college-bound-scholarship-application/
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1234980
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Welcome New Members 

Investment Planners is owned by Jim Minton, Sr.   He is moving into his new location in Mt. Zion at 445 
N. State Hwy. Rte. 121.  Are you retirement ready?  Jim has 25 years of experience helping you plan and 
manage the second half of your life.  He has a wealth of resources on his website at  
https://www.timetoretire.com.  Call 217-423-1313 for an appointment. 

Best Trips Ever located in Mt. Zion is owned by Linda Roberts.  She has been taking people on trips all 
over the world and in the United States for many years.  Linda takes groups on trips every month.  
Schedule your next trip with her.  Call 217-864-4666, 217-855-1877, or email Linda at  

lindarobertsbest@comcast.net. 

Jim Wilkerson owns Wilkerson Studios at 217-433-4485.  He is a professional photographer and videog-
rapher that does candid and formal shots.   His studio does wedding photos and videos, senior photos, 
family photographs, professional headshots, podcasts, commercial video productions for television 
commercials, promos, etc., and drone photo/videos.  Visit http://www.wilkersonstudios.com/. 

VitalSkin Dermatology with Dr. Debra Babich is located at 2880 N. Monroe St. in Decatur.  They offer 
services and treatments to help with issues like acne, rashes, lesions, rosacea, skin growths, eczema, 
skin cancer, wrinkles, fine lines, scars, skin tightening, unwanted hair and more.  Call for an appointment 
at 217-439-4564.  Visit https://www.vitalskinderm.com/locations/decatur-il-monroe-street. 

Zach Keck with The FourNine restaurant and bar located at Mt. Zion at 111 W. Village Parkway.  Their 
amazing food includes appetizers, soup, salad, sandwiches, wraps, horseshoe, smash burgers, dessert, 
and a VIP menu.  From the bar, you can order specialty drinks, domestic and specialty beer, hard seltzer, 
wine, and other cocktails.  Call 217-864-1759 or visit http://www.bravesfournine.com. 

Karin Betzer is a member of the Macon County Fair Board.  The fair is celebrating their 168th year.  It 
will be from June 5-9, 2024.  They are adding more livestock, racing, entertainment, and other events 
every year.  The Macon County Fair’s office is located at 3700 North Westlawn Avenue in Decatur.  Visit 
their website at https://www.maconcountyfair.com. 

https://www.timetoretire.com
mailto:lindarobertsbest@comcast.net
http://www.wilkersonstudios.com/
https://www.vitalskinderm.com/locations/decatur-il-monroe-street
http://www.bravesfournine.com
https://www.maconcountyfair.com


 



 



 



 



 

Early Bird Extended to 02/09/2024 



 

Early Bird Extended to 02/09/2024 



 



 

January Photo Gallery 

Top row:  January 10, 2025 luncheon with Bruce Nims as our speaker.  Second row:  Traditions Health was the exhibitor at the 

January 10th luncheon.  The Mt. Zion Periodontics Ribbon Cutting & Business After Hours for Dr. Michelle Hickey on January 10th.  

Third row:  Linda Harper presenting cookies for the Mt. Zion Police Department to Chief Adam Skundberg for National Law En-

forcement Day.  The Mount Zion Health & Rehab Center Ribbon Cutting on January 25, 2024 and on the Fourth row their Business 

After Hours. 



 



 


