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Linda Harper, Editor

June NEWS from
Chamber President
Carolyn Ridenour
Greetings!
The month of June is the time where our Fiscal year begins. It means some changes
have happened and that includes the office of President. Wendy Kernan has been our
Chamber President for the last two years as well as Treasurer during her first two-year
term. Thank you Wendy!! We appreciate your sincere interest and dedication to the
Chamber by serving on many committees, volunteer hours and so much more! And we
know your new role, as Outgoing Officer Advisor will be appreciated during this new
Fiscal year.

Since I moved up to President, I am pleased to announce our new Vice President Dan
McNeely, Maria Dent as Secretary and Corey McKenzie as Treasurer.
Another change involves some new board members! They are Cody Buckley from
McGuire, Yuhas, Huffman & Buckley and Cayla Hittmeier from Land of Lincoln Credit Union. Welcome to the Board!
We are excited to get to work and provide you, our members the services that you expect from the Chamber. We will remain available to offer assistance and lend an ear to
any ideas or suggestions. It is important to us to make sure the Chamber is meeting
your needs and expectations. If you have ideas and suggestions, I encourage you to
contact me.
As a way of introducing myself, my husband (Aaron) and I have lived in Mt. Zion for
23 years. We have four children. Jenni lives in Birmingham, Alabama, Erin lives in
Centralia, IL, Amanda lives in Columbus, Ohio and Jimmy lives in Mt. Zion. We have
four grandchildren! I began my business (Creative Media Services, Inc.) in 2001 and
have extensive experience in print and electronic media. My staff and I love what we
do and enjoy working with small to medium size businesses. And, I am excited to be
the Chamber President and work with this talented board.
We have all had some challenges due to COVID-19, but when we work together those
challenges can be met head on with exciting solutions!
Sincerely,
Carolyn Ridenour
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JUNE LUNCHEON
Due to the Shelter in Place order, our usual second Wednesday luncheon date for June is on June 10, 2020. It is a free Lunch ‘n Learn
webinar at 12 noon that will be on Zoom. The Lunch ‘n Learn topic is “How to Keep Your Business Going in a Changing Environment.” It is
hosted by Dynagraphics. See the details on last page of this newsletter. Please register in advance at by June 9th:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jE7g7VaiSDq5iJcVrzueQg.

Mt. Zion Annual Meeting & Awards Webinar
This year’s face-to-face Annual Banquet been changed to a virtual event due to the COVID-19 crisis. Since we are just now in Phase 3 of
the Illinois Reopening Plan, we would not be able to hold a large face-to-face event this year. So we will have our Mt. Zion Annual Meeting
& Awards Webinar on Thursday, July 16, 2020 so that we can deliver the 2019-2020 annual report, announce our 2019 Outstanding
Business of the Year and 2019 Volunteer of the Year, and congratulate our college scholarship winners. More details in the July newsletter.

Drive-Up Pork Chop Dinner Fundraiser
July 23, 2020
Please support our Drive-Up Pork Chop Dinner Fundraiser. See the flyer on Page 4 of this
newsletter. Post it and share it. You can purchase tickets on our website with your credit
or debit card at https://www.mtzionchamber.org/events/ or from Village of Mt. Zion or
any of the Mt. Zion bank branches listed on the flyer. You can also contact any Board
member or Ambassador. It’s easy: Buy your ticket in advance, and just drive-up to the
First Baptist Church in Mt. Zion on July 23rd to pick up your dinners curbside. It is a
delicious meal and you help your local Chamber of Commerce.

Inexpensive Advertising--Member Benefits
You can advertise in our monthly newsletter or have an e-mail blast for $25 per issue or $25 per e-mail blast.
Let the membership know about upcoming openings, events, or sales. Our newsletters and e-mail blasts go out to over 450 people; plus
our newsletters are posted on our website at mtzionchamber.org. For the newsletter, send your PDF or JPG to
mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by 3-4 days publication dates. The newsletter is sent out the first or second day of each month. E-mail
blasts can be sent anytime a few days before you want it to go out.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jE7g7VaiSDq5iJcVrzueQg

[Optional idea to support local restaurants: Order and pick up your lunch from a local restaurant.]

