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March NEWS from  
Chamber President Wendy Kernan  
 

Marketing 

This month our lunch and learn topic is how to market yourself and your business.  We picked this 
topic because whether you’re a business owner or key leader in your business you are connected in 
so many ways to your company.  Your personal and business life are intertwined.  Most likely you 
are much more emotionally invested than you realize.   
 
What happens in this dynamic?  Most likely you are passionate about your business, you work long 
hours, make sacrifices for your work, and you are very loyal to your customers.  Are you onboard 
with me so far?  How about when I say the word sales?  How are you at selling your products and 
services?  Your personality is intertwined with the business and that means selling yourself along-
side your business.  A lot of the time this can make people feel uncomfortable.  I am telling you 
though if you are not advocating for yourself, no one else is either.   
 
That is why we are talking about marketing this March.  There are so many advantages by being 
able to sell yourself and your company; forging new relationships and positioning yourself in a posi-
tive light with your customers is #1.  Whether you see it or not that’s sales.  Here are some easy 
ways to accomplish that. 
 
1. Develop an elevator speech – I know you have probably heard this a million times before but 

seriously you should be marketing all the time and this costs $0.  Invest in the time to develop 
a really good compelling pitch in 1 minute or less to sell them on yourself and your services or 
products.  

2. Leverage your community – Think locally.  What is going on in the community where you could 
leverage yourself?  It may be sponsoring a 5K walk or setting up a booth at a business expo.  
Get to know your ideal customer and think about how and where they spend their time. 

3. Collaborate & Network – Get together with a group of non-competitive businesses in your 
area to talk about ways you can cross promote.  By working together, you can expand your 
customer base and reach new people.  Of course, there’s networking, which I am a huge pro-
ponent of.  There is no better way to build a business and yourself than getting out there and 
shaking some hands.  Get to know people. 

 
I hope this gave you some ideas and enticed you to come to our lunch and learn to get some more 
tips.  I hope to see you all there.  After all there is no better place to do all 3 of the above than at a 
Chamber Event ☺ 

 
Your Chamber President, 

Wendy J Kernan 

 

Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce 
1400 Mt. Zion Parkway 
Mt. Zion, IL 62549 
217-864-2526 

Hours:  Tuesday & Wednesday 
9:00-11:00 a.m.



President:  Wendy Kernan 
Vice President:  Carolyn Ridenour 
Secretary:  Maria Dent 
Treasurer:  Corey McKenzie 
Linda Harper, Administrator 

Jeff Chambers 
Trudy Jacobs 
Laura Jones 
Rachel McElroy 
Dan McNeely 
Dianne Shaw 

Come to the March 11, 2020 luncheon at Richland Community College, Schilling Center, in 
Salon 1.  The cost is $15 each.  Doors open at 11:15 a.m.; the luncheon starts at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Jennifer Sedowsky with DCC Marketing will be presenting the topic “How to Market Your 

Business and Yourself”.  

 

Our luncheon will be catered by Bistro 537.  Send in your RSVP by Monday, March 9th by 

emailing mtzionilchamber@gmail.com.  Hope to see you there!   

Thank you to our 2019 Mt. Zion Expo & Taste Gold sponsors.  Be sure to attend the Expo & Taste on March 

14th. 
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Carolyn Ridenour, Vice President of the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce and graphic designer Matt Leefers with 

Creative Media Services placed 25 yard signs in the Mt. Zion area from Highway 36, 121, 51 and everywhere in 

between to promote the upcoming Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Business Expo & Taste which will be on 

Saturday, March 14, 2020. Please print the Mt. Zion Chamber Expo & Taste flyer included in this newsletter and 

display it at your place of business.   

David Smith owns Bonita Property Management, LLC.  One of his properties is in Mt. Zion; he owns the building on the corner of 

the Elwin blacktop and Baltimore where Subway is located.  David can be reached at 217-201-3101 or email 

smithcnt@comcast.net. 

Jeffrey Tucker is the Director of Sales with the Residence Inn by Marriott Decatur Forsyth.  The Residence Inn by Marriott Deca-

tur Forsyth is the premier extended-stay hotel located just off I-72 and Route 51 at  230 Lucile Avenue in Forsyth.  For more in-

formation go to www.marriott.com/DECRI.  Jeff can be reached at jtucker@thmc.biz or call 217-791-2455. 

Lance Mueller with the Geo. A Mueller Beer Co. celebrated its 150 year anniversary at the end of last year.  Geo. A. Mueller Beer 

Co. is located at  127 N. Wyckles Road, Decatur.  Take a look at their products at www.muellerdist.com.  Kevin Jackson is the 

Sales/Operations Manager.  They can be reached at 217-422-3913. 

The US Hemp Shop owned by Rick Johnson is with Zillis.  He will have a physical store on Hwy. 51 south of Decatur that will carry 

Zilas products plus other products made from hemp like clothing and baskets.  Zilis oils and other products do not contain mari-

juana.  You can reach Rick at zimetix@gmail.com or call 217-350-4510. 



 

 
Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Business Expo & Taste - March 14, 2020 

Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet - April 16, 2020 

 

 

Another service to our chamber members has been added.  The 

Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce is now accepting credit card 

payments as an optional method of payment.  There is a $2.50 

service charge per transaction.  Call Linda Harper at 217-864-2526 

to make payments for dues, sponsorships, expo booths, annual 

meeting & banquet tickets, pork chop dinner tickets, prayer 

breakfast tickets, etc.  We will have a credit card reader starting at 

next week’s luncheon.  When the new website is released, there 

will be credit card payments available. 

Extended Deadline:  Each year the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce awards college scholarships.  This year’s scholarships will 

total $3,500.  If you have a high school graduate this year, share the scholarship application in this newsletter.  If you need a 

PDF of it, let Linda know.  The application, official transcripts, and other required documents need to be received by March 

15, 2020.  The scholarships are presented at our Annual Meeting & Banquet on April. 16th.  Please help spread the word. 

 

It is time to nominate the  2019 Outstanding Business of the Year by completing the nomination form in this newsletter.  All 

nominations must be received by April 1, 2020.   This year’s winner will be announced at the Annual Banquet on Thursday, April 16th at 

the Mt. Zion Convention Center.  Criteria to keep in mind:  Service to the community, a positive economic impact on the community, 

attendance & service to the chamber and longevity in the community.   

 

 

Mt. Zion Chamber Board of Directors—March 11th  

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Mt. Zion Chamber 

of Commerce, President Wendy Kernan appointed a 

Nominating Committee which has submitted the 

following list of eligible candidates to fill five (5) two-year 

vacancies that will exist at the close of May 31, 2020.  

Only one vote is allowed per membership and the 

member must be in good standing at the time of election.  

The election will be held at the March 11, 2020 luncheon 

at the Mt. Zion Convention Center 

Here are the five names that have been nominated for 

the term of June 1, 2020—May 31, 2022 Board of 

Directors: 

Cody Buckley —McGuire, Yuhas, Huffman, & Buckley, P.C. 

Jeff Chambers —Mansea Metal (second two-year term) 

Cayla Hittmeier--Land of Lincoln Credit Union 

Trudy Jacobs – Del’s Popcorn of Mt. Zion 

Laura Jones —Vieweg Real Estate   (second two-year term) 

 

 

 

The Annual Meeting & Banquet will be held Thursday, April 16th 

at the Mt. Zion  Convention Center. The event will kick-off with 

cocktails 5:30—6:30  and hors d’oeuvres.  After dinner, the 

program will follow with traditional announcements of Business 

of the Year and Scholarship Awards.  The entertainment this year 

is by Rick Longstreth--Comedian Hypnotist.  Tickets will be 

available at the March 11th luncheon for $40 each or table of 8 

for $295 or email Linda Harper at mtzionilchamber@gmail.com.. 

All chamber members, employees and their guests are invited to 

join us. 
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Due date extended to March 15, 2020. 
















