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May NEWS from
Chamber President Wendy Kernan

Cyber-attacks and data breaches continue to receive media attention; however, the banking
industry is still seeing an alarming rate increase of ACH and wire fraud. These payments are
used every day in the business world to pay employees, vendors, and day to day bills. Fraudsters are targeting your business and business partners. So, this month I would like to share
some tips to safe guard your business assets that you have worked so hard to build.
How to safe guard against ACH & Wire Fraud:
• Initiate dual control on ACH origination and set appropriate dollar limits.
• Implement call back procedures with your accountant.
• Update anti-virus and anti-malware programs regularly and validate firewall settings.
• Do NOT respond to unsolicited emails or click on links (coach your staff continually on this
as well).
• Verify vendor wire instructions via phone (How can you be positive it is coming from your
vendor with their information?).
• Install separate browsers for online banking OR a separate computer.
• NEVER us automatic log-in features for user names and passwords.
• Talk with you bank about fraud prevention services and monitor and reconcile your account DAILY.
• Hold fraud training for you staff.
Check Fraud (think about every person/vendor you write a check to and the information they
have):
• Keep your checks in a secure place where only the authorized signers have access to them.
• Do NOT store your signature stamp (if you use one) with your checks. This should be in a
separate secure place.
• Business account only have 24 hours to dispute a fraudulent check. Check your account
daily.
• Talk to your bank about sending them a file on pending transactions – checks not in the file
are reported to you before they are paid.
•
Hopefully you found these tips helpful and they gave you some things to think about on protection your business.
Sincerely,
Your Chamber President
Wendy J Kernan
Sincerely,
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Please send me your RSVP for the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce luncheon that will be held on Wednesday, May 8,
2019 at the Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 345 West Main Street in Mt. Zion at 11:15 a.m. There is plenty
of parking behind the church; then enter the Fellowship Hall using the elevator on the Oddfellow’s building side of the
church.
There are three webs. There’s the normal web most people use every day, which is easily accessible and indexed by
search engines. And then there’s the “Deep Web” and the “Dark Web”; you may not know what they are used for, but
your information may already be part of them.
Frank Saulsbery with Network Solutions Unlimited and Decatur Computers will be speaking on The Dark Web: What is it?
What is there? Join the Mt. Zion Chamber on May 8th to learn more.
El Coral Mexican Restaurant will be our caterer. They will be providing their fajita bar, rice, beans, salad, dessert, tea,
and water.
RSVP for the luncheon by noon May 7th by emailing mtzionilchamber@gmail.com.

Do you Have an Event or Promotion?
You too can insert an ad or have an e-mail blast for $25 per issue or e-mail blast.
Contact the Chamber Office to find out more information.
217-864-2526

Congratulations to Vieweg Real Estate the 2018 Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year.
Tim Vieweg has worked in the Real Estate business for nearly 30 years. In May of 2014, Tim opened Vieweg Real Estate, focusing on
commercial real estate and then adding residential real estate soon after. Vieweg Real Estate has over 40 real estate agents and two
offices in Decatur, serving all of Macon County and Central Illinois.
Tim and Lisa Vieweg both grew up in Mt. Zion and have strong ties to the area. Several other Vieweg agents live and work in the Mt.
Zion area as well. In 2018, Vieweg Real Estate solidified the #2 spot for total residential market share, and still holds the #1 spot for
commercial real estate share in the local market. Vieweg Real Estate is now expanding into the Monticello and Champaign markets
and continues to look for ways to grow the business and the services they offer to their clients.

The 2018 MZCC
Volunteer of the Year is
Janell Courtwright, who
is with Sams Club. She
has been an
Ambassador from its
inception in 2014 and is
a current Board
member. Janell attends
many Chamber events
and is always willing to
help.

The 2019 College Scholarship Recipients were: Bryce Shumaker,
Jacob Beavers, Reiley Drake, and Andrew Oliger.

