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Events 
Luncheon 

March 14th 

Member Cost: $15  

Networking:  11:15 am 

Lunch:  11:45—1:00 pm 

RSVP by Noon Monday  Jan. 8th 

LOCATION: 

RCC Schilling Center 

Salon 1 

SPEAKER: 

Tricia Cordulack 

TOPIC: 

Carroll Innovative Learning 
Center 

 
CATERED BY 

Bistro 537 

EXHIBITOR: 

Brinkoetter Realtors 

Mark Your Calendar  

2018 Mt. Zion Expo & 

Taste Sat.. Mar. 10, 2018   

9-2 

LUNCH 
 

April 11th Luncheon 
at the Fletcher Park in 

Mt. Zion 
Catered by:   

Beach House 
 

 

March from  

Chamber President Karen Jeffers  

 

March is now upon us and the promise of spring awaits around the corner. This has been a wild 

and crazy winter. I don’t know about you, but I am ready for spring and all the delightful sights the 

season brings. 

Spring is always an exciting time for the Chamber as we host two of our biggest events. March 10th 

is our 2018 Business EXPO & TASTE. This year is slated not to disappoint with a great variety of 

exhibitors, taste booths, fashion show, plus lots more. Speaking of more, we have some new 

events this year. First, we will be hosting a vendor reception on Friday, March 9th from 4:00-6:00 

p.m.  There will be hors d’oeuvres and bar service catered by Chamber member Angelo’s.  Each 

attendee will receive 2 complimentary drink tickets.  Decatur Score is partnering with the Mt. Zion 

EDC to present a free one hour workshop titled “Simple Steps for Starting Your Business”. The 

workshop will be from 10:00 -11:00 in the breakout meeting room at the Mt. Zion Convention Cen-

ter.  Lastly, we are again having the booth stamp game sponsored this year by Laura Jones of 

Vieweg Real Estate. This will be the 4th year for the game and it really provides the attendees an 

incentive to visit EACH and EVERY booth.  

Our second big event is the Annual Banquet being held April 19th at the Mt. Zion Convention Cen-

ter. The banquet will be a buffet dinner prepared by Chamber member the Beach House.  For the 

evening’s entertainment we are excited to announce that we have secured two fabulous Chicago 

comedians, Erik Scott & Alex Dragicevich.  Erik is a local boy who has made quite a name for him-

self in the Chicago comedy scene. It’s sure to be a great show. We want to thank S.A. Lewis Con-

struction and Land of Lincoln Credit Union for sponsoring the evening’s entertainment. Tickets are 

$40 each or a table of 8 for $300. Trust me, you won’t want to miss this evening of celebration, 

fellowship and great entertainment. 

Our March luncheon will be held on the 14th at Richland Community College with the Bistro 537 

catering.  I encourage all of you to attend our luncheons. I can’t think of a better way to network 

and promote your business than with your fellow chamber members.  Please RSVP to Linda by 

Monday, March 12th.  

I want to thank all of you for being members of the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce.  It’s because 

of YOU that we have such a strong Chamber. I want to remind you that when you are looking to 

purchase a good or service, please look to your fellow Chamber member. I saw a saying recently 

that really sums up this message…” Small businesses are the heartbeat of your neighborhood, the 

spine of your local economy and the spirit of your town”.   Have a marvelous March everyone!                                                                    

With Warm Regards, 

Karen  



2017-18 Board of Directors 

President:  Karen Jeffers 

Vice President:  Maria Dent 

Secretary:  Karalee Misner 

Treasurer:  Wendy  Kernan 

Carolyn Ridenour 

Judy Roessler 

Niki Ruffner 

Dave Tarter 

Pastor Tracy Smith 

Ed Swope 

Linda Harper, Administrator 

March Advertisers 

 

RE/MAX Executives Plus 

Village of Mt. Zion 

SCORE 
 
 
 

Do you Have an Event or Promotion? 
You too can insert an ad for $25 

Contact the Chamber Office to find 
out more information.  

217-864-2526 

 

   Vi 

 

Thank you to our 2018 Mt. Zion Expo & Taste Gold sponsors.  Be sure to attend the 

Expo & Taste on March 10th. 

Volunteers are needed  for the Expo for:  Security, Friday Set up, Saturday Clean-up, and 

Publicity.  Call or email the Chamber office to sign up 864-2526 or e-mail 

mtzionilchamber@gmail.com. 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com


  

The March luncheon speaker on Wednesday, March 14, 2018, is Tricia Cordulack.  She will speak 

about the Carroll Center for Innovative Learning at Richland Community College.  Tricia will also 

take us on a tour of the learning center. 

Our luncheon in March will be at Richland Community College in Salon 1 of the Schilling Center at 

11:15 a.m.  It will be catered by Bistro 537and Brinkoetter Realtors will be the exhibitor. 

RSVP to mtzionilchamber@gmail.com by Mon., Mar. 12, 2018. 

2018 Calendar of Events 

Mt. Zion Chamber EXPO & TASTE - March 10, 2018 

Mt. Zion Chamber Annual Banquet - April 19, 2018 

Community Drive-up Chicken Dinner - May 10, 2018 

Mt. Zion Community Prayer Breakfast - October 24, 2018 

 

Contact Linda Harper at mtzionilchamber@gmail.com if you can help with any of the 
following before, during, or after the Expo: 

Before: 

Packet preparation -- a few days before Expo 

Work Chamber Registration Desk move in day, Friday, March 9th 

Security -- keeping public out of exhibition hall before 9 a.m. on March 10th 

During: 

Work Chamber Registration Desk selling Taste tickets 

Hand out free bags & maps 

After: 

Collect evaluations, Taste tickets from vendors, etc. 

Move Chamber materials to Chamber Office 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
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It is time to nominate the  2017 Outstanding Business of the Year by completing the application in 

this newsletter.  All nominations must be received by April 1, 2018.   This year’s winner will be 

announced at the Annual Banquet on Thursday, April 19th at the Mt. Zion Convention Center.   

Criteria to keep in mind:  Service to the community, a positive economic impact on the 

community, attendance & service to the chamber and longevity in the community.   

2017 Outstanding 

Business of the Year 

Nominations are now      

being accepted 

E L E C T I O N  

Mt. Zion Chamber Board of Directors—

March 14th  

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Mt. Zion 

Chamber of Commerce, President Karen Jeffers 

appointed a Nominating Committee which has 

submitted the following list of eligible candidates to 

fill five (5) two-year vacancies that will exist at the 

close of May 31, 2018.  Only one vote is allowed per 

membership and the member must be in good 

standing at the time of election.  

Here are the five names that have been nominated 

for the term of June 1, 2018—May 31, 2020 Board of 

Directors: 

Wendy Kernan—Town & Country Bank (second two-

year term) 

Nikki Ruffner—Sav-Mor Pharmacy  (second two-year 

term) 

Jeff Chambers--Mansea Metal  (first two-year term) 

Dusty Corum– Heritage Health (first two-year term) 

Ed Swope—From One Mother to Another   (first two-

year term) 

The Annual Banquet will be held Thursday, April 19th at the Mt. 

Zion  Convention Center. The event will kick-off with cocktails 

5:30—6:30  and Hors d’oeuvres sponsored by Scott State Bank.  

There will be a new feature added to our banquet this year: Silent 

Auction Baskets (donated my chamber members) to bid on during cocktail 

time and up to the start of our evening program.  Dinner will be 

catered by Chamber member The Beach House and the program 

will follow with traditional announcements of Business of the Year 

and Scholarship Awards.  Land of Lincoln Credit Union and S. A 

Lewis Construction, Inc. are co-sponsoring Erik Scott and Alex 

Scott, our featured quick wit, comic entertainment.  Tickets are 

will be available at the March 14th luncheon for $40 each or table 

of 8 for $300 or email Linda Harper at 

mtzionilchamber@gmail.com.. All chamber members, employees 

and their guest are invited to join us. 

Silent Auction Items Needed 

WE NEED YOUR HELP  

Everyone can join in…….. 

This year at the Annual Banquet we are going to have our 

Silent Auction Fundraiser.   Get creative and have some fun 

by donating a “themed” basket or an item to help us raise 

money for future charitable giving.  If you need helpful 

ideas or a pick-up of donated item contact Wendy Kernan  

at . wkernan@townandcountrybank.com. 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
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Decatur SCORE and the Mt. Zion EDC to host a FREE Workshop “Simple Steps for 
Starting Your Small Business” 
 
 
Decatur, IL — Decatur SCORE (www.decatur.score.org), mentors to America’s small business, in partnership with the Mt. Zion EDC will host 
a FREE one-hour workshop to aid start-up entrepreneurs. SCORE is committed to creating 1 million small businesses by 2020 and the 
Decatur SCORE/ Mt. Zion EDC “Simple Steps for Starting Your Business” Workshop helps aspiring entrepreneurs know what it really means 
to start a small business. 
 
“Lots of people have good business ideas – but don’t know the next step toward turning their dream into a reality” says Becky Hamilton, 
Decatur SCORE Chapter Volunteer and Mt. Zion EDC President. This workshop will share common myths about business ownership, how to 
tackle the maze of business start-up details and learn of resources available in your start-up endeavor.  
 
This FREE one-hour workshop will be presented 10 am – 11 am during the Mt. Zion EXPO & TASTE Saturday, March 10th at the Mt. Zion 
Convention Center, Mt. Zion, IL.   
 

Since 1964, SCORE has helped more than 10 million aspiring entrepreneurs and small business owners through mentoring and business 

workshops. More than 11,000 volunteer business counselors in over 300 chapters serve their communities through entrepreneurial 

education dedicated to the formation, growth and success of small businesses.  

 

For more information about starting or operating a small business, call 217-424-6296 or visit Decatur SCORE online at 

www.decatur.score.org. 














