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Linda Harper, Editor 

December 

2019 

Events 
Luncheon 

December 11th 

Member Cost: $15  

Networking:  11:15 am 

Luncheon:  11:45 a.m.-1:00 pm 

RSVP by Noon Monday  Dec. 9th 

 

LOCATION: 

Mt. Zion Convention  

Center 

CHRISTMAS  

PROGRAM 

Catered by 

The Kitchen of Doris Yoder 

Mark your Calendar  
 

January 8th  

Fletcher Park Recreation 

Ctr. 

Mt. Zion 

Topic:   

Forensic Accounting 

Exhibitor: 

Cromwell Radio Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

December NEWS from  
Chamber President Wendy Kernan  
 

Well, here go at the end of another year.  Whether you own a business or not this time of year 
is all about looking back, giving thanks, and looking at the year to come.  
 
When I take a look back at the year for the Chamber, I am proud of everything we have accom-
plished.  I am not sure if everyone realizes it, but we are all volunteer.  The only paid position 
the Chamber has is a part-time (25 hours a week) administrator.  Think about that for a second 
… from our invoicing to our luncheons, events, community service, fundraising, even this news-
letter; is all done with 25 hours.  That is what in the business world we call efficiency. It is also 
how we strive to keep all of costs low from our membership dues to the luncheons to the ticket 
sales.  We are also able to give back to the community.  Here is what the Mt. Zion Chamber 
Sponsored in 2019 that you may not have been aware of: 
 
 

1. Member Spotlights – Ran radio ads to highlight our members on WDKR and WSOY - $1,250 
2. Scholarships to Graduating Seniors - $3,500 
3. Economic Development – The Mt. Zion Chamber sponsors one Chamber member and pays 

for their seat.  $200 
4. Decatur Score - $100 
5. Mt Zion Children’s Fund – Provides support to those in need in the Mt. Zion Community all 

year around $1,000 
6. PawPrint Ministries – 10% of Prayer Breakfast profits donated to the speaker’s charity – 

approx. $400.00 
7. Annual Banquet – The annual banquet is a give back to our members.  The Chamber breaks 

even on the event and the ticket prices are based on the meal and entertainment price. 
 

 
We have also volunteered each year for Adopt a Highway and with the Salvation Army to ring 
bells for 2 days.  I hope each of you are proud and know that we are putting the membership 
dues to good use in our community.  As we look into 2020, we have more member programs, 
advertising and sponsorships that we would like to accomplish.   
 
I hope this gave you some insight and makes you proud to be a Mt. Zion Chamber Member.   
 
Thank you for all your support and I wish your business and your family the very best in every-
thing you set out to do in the years ahead. 
 

“Your success and happiness lies in you.  Resolve to keep happy, and your joy 
and you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.”  Helen Keller  

 
Wendy J Kernan 

Mt Zion Chamber President 



2020 Calendar of Events 

Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Business Expo & Taste - March 14, 2020 

Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet - April 16, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy our special Christmas Program on Wednesday, December 11th presented by our Mt. Zion pastors and a 
delicious luncheon catered by The Kitchen of Doris Yoder at the Mt. Zion Convention Center at 11:15 a.m. 
 
Have some fun by participating in our White Elephant Gift Exchange part of the program.  If you wish to participate, bring 
one wrapped gift:  gift or regift something fun or unusual, strange knick knacks, unidentifiable kitchen items, and the like 
are typical white elephants.  Wrap them nicely and to leave no identifying markings on the presents.  
 
Send in your RSVP by Monday, December 9th by emailing mtzionilchamber@gmail.com.  Hope to see you there! 
 

2019-20 Board of Directors 

President:  Wendy Kernan 

Vice President:  Carolyn Ridenour 

Secretary:  Maria Dent 

Treasurer:  Corey McKenzie 

Linda Harper, Administrator 

Jeff Chambers 

Dusti Corum 

Janell Courtwright 

Trudy Jacobs 

Laura Jones 

Dan McNeely 

 

Please mtzionilchamber@gmail.com to communicate to the Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce.  Be 

sure to clear your email cache of our old email address, which was admin@mtzionchamber.org; 

that email is no longer active.  Our phone number is 217-864-2526. 

mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com
mailto:mtzionilchamber@gmail.com


MZCC / Mt. Zion  

School District 

American Education Week 

Appreciation Breakfast - 

November 13, 2019 

Superintendent Travis Roundcount 

Decatur lawyer Scott Rueter is entering the Republican race to be the next Macon County State’s Attorney.  He 

has been with the Macon County Public Defender’s Office for the last 15 years .  Scott Rueter is originally from 

Mt. Zion.  He also teaches at Millikin University and helped found the Teen Court program, now run by Millikin.  

You can contact Scott Rueter at rueterforstatesattorney@gmail.com. 

"Rescue, Rehab, Educate, Re-home" New Hope Animal Shelter is a NEW non-profit organization established in 

2016 after identifying the need for an additional no-kill animal rescue and shelter in the Macon county area. We 

are a volunteer based organization that is focused on paving a new way to rescue and foster animals in our com-

munity!    Contact Matthew Schmahl at P.O. Box 22, Decatur, IL 62525 or call 217-853-2072. 









The Mt. Zion Chamber Expo and Taste will be Saturday, March 14, 2020.  We hope you all will 

participate in this coming year’s Expo & Taste.  This event is held in the beautiful Mt. Zion 

Convention Center.  It is very well attended each year by about 2,000 attendees.  You will be 

invoiced for each level of participation; there is no charge for being in the Taste.  Here are the 

deadlines: 

Sponsorships  Friday, January 17, 2020 

Booth Contract  Friday, January 31, 2020 -- Early Bird Pricing 

Taste Contract  Friday, February 14, 2020 

Spaces fill up quickly so get your spot soon.  

If you need a Booth contract or Taste contract sent to you, email mtzionilchamber@gmail.com. 

If you want to get all your luncheons for the whole year at $12 each instead of the full price of $15 

each, let me know if you want to enroll for the 2020 Prepaid Luncheons.  Linda Harper will invoice 

you for $144.  The deadline to let Linda know is Monday, January 6, 2020.  Email 

mtzionilchamber@gmail.com. 

The new directories are in.  We started distributing them at the November luncheon.  They will 

also be available at the December luncheon.  After that they will be mailed out to the member of 

record.  The alphabetical and categorical member directory information will soon be available on 

our new website that has been under development.  Thank you to all our advertisers. 
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